The Yonne is famous as the river that once held the French record Carp with a fish of 81lb 3oz caught by Marcel Rouviere near the river’s confluence with the Seine in 1978.  The river still holds some very big Carp but they are few and far between and take some locating. 

The river in Vincelotes and Vincelles can be fished on a Carte de Peche that can be obtained from the campsite near the main bridge. It is possible to buy a two-week “vacance” ticket plus junior tickets for under fourteens. 

The principle species in this stretch of river are Chub, Barbel, Bream, Roach and Perch all of which can be caught using conventional float and feeder tactics with maize, maggot, luncheon meat and bread all catching fish. Introduce loose feed and groundbait  at regular intervals and it will not be long before the fish come onto the feed.  There is plenty of riverbank above the weir in Vincelles with a clean bottom and over six feet of water.  In Vincelottes the river is a little shallower and above the bridge, is perfectly suited to both trotting and feeder fishing. Many fish sit in the hole below the bridge, regular groundbaiting will bring these fish up above the bridge where they can be caught on both float and feeder.  Most of the Chub are around 2lb in size with the odd fish over 4lb. The Barbel are of a similar size but are in superb condition and will wrench a rod out of the rests with a powerful bite and are great sport on light tackle. There are Roach to 1lb, Perch of a similar size and some Bream approaching 6lb all of which can be caught from dusk till dawn.  There are Pike and Zander in the river but, as is the case in many parts of France, they are a prized fish for the pot and are fished for regularly by the locals and as a result are quite spooky. 

There is some good Carp fishing to be had on the same Carte de Peche ticket about thirty minutes drive away near St Fargeau. Both Etang du Bourdon and Etang du Moutiers contain a good head of Carp. Etang du Bourdon is the larger lake and contains some very big specimen Carp; it can however suffer from low water during prolonged dry spells.  Etang du Moutiers is gaining in reputation, and contains not only several large Carp to forty pounds, but also many double figure fish.  Conventional Carp tactics will work on both lakes; night fishing is permitted on the North bank of Etang du Moutiers. 

